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PREFACE 


T hath been thought that this plain and 
ſhort Diſcourſe might, if publiſbd, be in 
ſome degree ſerviceable, to let the World 
ſee that Proteſtant Diſſenters are no Enemies 
to the Monarchy eſtabliſhed among us, nor any 
way diſaffefted to Lawful Government, For 
this reaſon it is reſign'd to the Preſs with all 
its Imperfettions, and void of all Ornaments. 
T obſerved a very ſerious and lively Delight 
in the Conntenances of a Numerous eAuditory, 
when the Sermon was preached. Upon which 
T could not but make this Reflection, that they 
came together highly prepared to reliſh what 
was ſpoken ; with Hearts full of Affectionate 
Loyalty to our Rightful and Lawful Sovereign 
King GEORGE, and of Thankfulneſs to God 
for placing Him on the Throne, Had it not 
been ſo, this mean Performance, and the un- 
artful Sound they heard, could not have raiſed 
ſo conſpicuous a Pleaſure. But when a Sub- 
jeft hath the Inclinations of a People, it is 
uo hard matter to pleaſe. 

I know not a Diſſenter, but is moſt ſincere- 
ly in the Intereſt of the preſent Government ; 
and this populous Town in general appears to 
be ſo. It is our ſingular Happineſs, that we 
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have no Riots nor Tumalts, in favour of a 
pretended, baffled, illegal Title. Church-men 


and Diſſenters agree in a delightful Submiſſion 


to our Lawful Head. 
Nor is this a new eAgreement. The Pro- 


teſtant Settlement hath been our Joy and 
Hope. When the Nation was ſo much di- 
ſturbed, and felt ſo many Convulſions, during 
Dr. Sacheverell' Trial and Domination, we 
had an unparallePd Calm, delighting in our 
Wiſe and Loyal Parliament, and the Concur- 
rence of our Renowned Queen. I have often 
bleſſed God for it, as one of the happieſt Cir- 
cumſtances of my Life, to be placed in a conſi- 
derable Town, where an amicable Spirit hath 
reigned in many remarkable Turns and impor- 
tant Tranſaftions. ] hope we ſhall ſtill be eaſy 
in our ſelves and to one another, ſerving the 
ſame God, thro one Mediator, in the Unity 
of the Spirit. I wiſh none would judge others 
with reſpect to Ceremonies in Religion, or 
diſciplinary Matters ; but that all would en- 
deavonr to ſet up the Ringdom of God, which 
is not Meat and Drink; but Righteouſneſs, 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Hereby 
we ſhall maintain that Communion of Saints, 


which is the Joy of all good Men. 
NATHANAEL HARD ING. 
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SERMON 


ON THE 


CORONATION 
WP 


King GEORGE. 


2 ChRON. IX. 8. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which de- 


lighted in thee, to ſet thee on bis 


Throne, to be Kin for the Lord thy 
God : becauſe thy 801 loved Iſrael, 
to eſtabliſh them for ever, therefore 


made He thee Ring over them, to do 
Judgment, and Juſtice, 


H E extraordinary Solemaities of 

this Day call for the moſt ſenſible 
Emotions of Joy and Religious 
Gratitude, reſembling thoſe in 

the Text. Tho' we can't ſee the King in 
his Glory, wearing his Imperial 3 
3 | the 
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the Conſideration of it, at a diſtance, ſhould 
fill us with pleaſing and agreeable Affecti- 
ons. To give a juſt Turn and Sacredneſs to 
which, the pious Raptures I have read, may 
be highly conducive, The Words of a 
Crowned Head claiming particular Notice 
on a Coronation Day. In them the Queen 
of Sheba begins with holy Praiſes to God, 
who delighted in Solomon, to ſet him upon 
his Throne, to be King for the Lord his 
God. She calls the Throne of Iſrael God's 
Throne, becauſe of the peculiar Influence 
He had in governing that Nation. To be 
King over them, was to be King for the 
Lord God, i. e. to rule in his ſtead, accor- 
ding to the Laws He had given, and for the 
Security and Advancement of true Religi- 
on. She next celebrates the Divine Favour 
and Goodneſs to 1/rae), and the Stability 
they ſhould have under the gentle and 
juſt Adminiſtration of ſo wiſe a King. Be- 
cauſe the Lord thy God loved Iſrael to eſtabliſh 
them for ever, i. e. to make them a proſpe- 
rous People for a long time, therefore made 
Some Ring over them to do Judgment and 
Juſtice, | 

Abſtracting from ſome Specialties belong- 
ing to the Caſe of Solomon and Iſrael, we 
may fafely take up, and meditate upon 
the following Obſervation , from the 


Words, vis. 


Dot. 
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Do#. That it ought to be acknowledg'd 
as a ſignal Favour of God to a Peo- 
ple, when he ſets a Wiſe and Religi- 
ous King over them, to do Judgment 

and Juſtice: 


Three things are to be proved in order, 
and then applied, 


Ei; That tlie peaceable Acceſſion of a 
Good and Lawful Prince to the Throne, and 
his Settlement thereon, are to be conſider'd 
as a Favour to the People, as well as to the 
Prince himſelf, Bleſſed be the Lord thy 
God which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on 
his Throne, becauſe thy God loved Iſrael, 
therefore made he thee King. There was De- 
light in Solomon, and Love to T/rae!, expreſ- 
ſed in his Advancement. 


. Secondly, Where there is an extraordinary 
Capacity for Government in a Good and 
Lawful Prince, the Favour is the greater. 


Thirdly, Where this extraordinary Ca pa- 
city is employed in doing Judgment and 


Juſtice, the Mercy Kill riſes higher. 


| Firſt, That the peaceable Acceſſion of a 
Good and Lawful Prince to the Throne and 
his Settlement thereon, are to be conſider'd 
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as a Favour to the People, over whom he 
rules, as well as to the Prince himſelf. Tis 
no caſual Event, but the Lord's doing. 
Bleſſed be the Lord thy God which dehghted 
in thee, to ſet thee on his Throne, I is fit 
that the Great, Inviſible King of Heaven 
ſhould appoint his own Vicegerents in his 
lower Dominions. The Moft High ruleth in 
the Kjngdom of Men, and giveth it to whom-» 
foever he will, Dan. 4. 32. As His Provi- 
dence concerns it ſelf about the meaneſt Af- 
fairs of Mankind, fo it preſides. over thoſe 
thatare molt Auguſt and Important. Pro- 
motion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from 
the Weſt, nor from the South; but God is the 

Fudge, he putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another, Pſal. 75. 6, 7. His Hand is there- 
fore to be acknowledged, when a Law- 
ful Prince is ſet upon the Throne. In Solo- 
mon's Caſe there was a merciful Direction, 
and Interpoſition of Providence. 

A bold and daring Pretender would have 
ſteßd into the Throne before him, eAdoni- 
jah (the Elder Brother) exalted himfeff, 
Javing, I will be King, 1 Kings 1. 5. A 
goodly Perſon he was as to outward Appea- 
rance. He had a conſiderable Intereſt at 
Court, having gained over Joab the Cap- 
tain of the Hoſt, and eAbiathar, a leading 
Man among the Prieſts, with many other 
| Accomplices. Tho? God had deputed So- 

lomom by Name, and David had fixed = 

uc- 
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 Succefſion upon him; yet Adonijab would 
break through the Settlement, and advance 
himſelf. He claimed the Crown by Right 
of Primogeniture, looked upon the King- 
dom as his Birth-right; becauſe he was the 
eldeſt Son in the Royal Family. He told 
Bathfheba, that the Kingdom was his, and 
Solomon intimated what his Pretenſions were, 
in his Anſwer to Bathſheba. Ask for him 
the Kingdom alſo, for he is mine Elder 
Brother. But we ſee this Viſionary, Boaſt- 
ed, Hereditary Right, could not ſtand. 
Providence would not ſuffer it to be Inde- 
feaſible. Solomon [tho? a younger Brother] 
is God's King, and the Peoples. The El- 
der Branches of the Royal Family are laid 
aſide, and he is ſettled on the Throne, by 
the Joyful Concurrence of the whole Na- 
tion, in their Repreſentatives. So that he 
had not only an immediately Divine Right, 
but a Parliamentary one, or what was 
Equivalent thereto; 1 Chron. 29. 20, 24. 
ud all the Congregation bleſſed the Lord God 
S their Fathers, and bowed down their Heads, 
| and bleſſed the Lord and the King : 
And they made Solomon the Son of David 
King, the ſecond time, and all the Princes, 
and the mighty Men, and all the Sons likewiſe 
of Ming David, ſubmitted themſelves. unto 
Solomon the: King. The Words we read, 
Jubmitted themſelves, ſignify that they put 
their Hands under him, which denotes that 
B 2 they 


— — 


—ü— 


12 A Sermon on the Coronation 


they took an Oath of Allegiance to him *. 
And now the Friends of the Uſurper dwin- 
dle away. And tho? he would have ſcrew- 
ed in himſelf by a ſiniſter Piece of Policy, 
in marrying Abiſhag the Shunamite ; it was 
in vain. Solomon knew his Meaning, and 
ordered him to be put to Death. A fit End 
tor ſo Preſumptuous an Intruder. 

TI perſwade my ſelf you are got before 
me, to the happy Settlement, under our 
glorious Deliverer, King William, the Fa- 
therof his Country, the Patron of Liberty ; 
whoſe Name is as precious Ointment, plea» 
fant and reviving, and will, I hope,. be had 
in Honour to the End of Time. On this 
Occaſion, I cannot omit inſerting a, ſhort 
Paragraph, in the laſt Speech of that Incom- 
parable Monarch and Benefactor to Man- 
| kind, vis. I have ſhewn, and will al- 
jo „ ways ſhew, how deſirous I am to be the 
N Common Father of all my People. Do 

„ you in like manner, lay aſide all Par- 
K ties and Diviſions; let there be b o- 

ge ther Diſtinction heard of among us, for 

« the future, but of thoſe who are for the 

“ Proteſtant Religion, and the preſent E- 

& ſtabliſhment, and of thoſe who mean 

& aPopiſh Princeanda French Government. 

He had the Heart and Forecaſt of a Father, 
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1 muſt ingeminate here, and apply thoſe 
pathetical Words (tho* not in the fame 
Senſe that was originally meant, yet in 
one as true) My Father, my Father, the Cha- 
riots of Tſrael, and the Horeſmen thereof. 
He was the Defence and Glory of our Na- 
tion. And as Fathers are provident for 
their Children, ſo he left behind him a Fa- 
ther's Bleſſing, that Glorious Legacy, or 
rather Inheritance, the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in the Proteſtant Line, He could 
not ſatisfy himſelf to deliver one Generation 
from Popery and Slavery, but did his Part 
to perpetuate the Mercy, and tranſmit our 
Religion and Laws to the lateſt Poſterity. 
In the Settlement under Him, ſeveral 
great Perſons nearer the Throne, by Proxi- 
mity of Blood, than the Illuſtrious Houſe 
of Hanover, are paſſed over, to make way 
for that (our zow Royal) Family, whoſe ſu- 
perior Merit and purer Religion drew the 
Eyes of our Legiſlators, and procured a ſure 
Title to the Kingdom. This Juſt and Right- 
ful Title God hath confirmed, by bringing 
our Sovereign peaceably to the Throne 
notwithſtanding the hoſtile Preparations of 
his Rival, and the baſe Defigns of his A- 
bettors. Bleſſed be the Lord our God, who 
delighted in our Ring, to ſet him over theſe 
Nations; and hath given him his Heart's 
Deſire, and will, this Day, put a * 
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of pure Gold upon his Head, In alluſion to 
Plat. 21. I, 2; 3. J 2910 5 


Secondly, T am to prove, That this Fa- 
vour is the greater, when a Good and Law. 
ful King, ſet upon the Throne, hath an 
Extraordinary Capacity for Government. 

Every good Man hath not Abilities to 
manage a Scepter ; but where there are 
Princely Endowments, as well as Piety and 
a good Title, the Bleſſing is the | x wn 
It was the conſummate Wiſdom of Solamor, 
that tranſported the eArabian Queen; the 
Compaſs and Clearneſs of his Mind, the 
Exactneſs and Depth of his Judgment, the 
Elevation and Brightneſs of his Thoughts, 
ſhining in his Diſcourſe and Management: 
Theſe inflam'd her Devotion, and put her 
into an Extaſy of Joy and Wonder. Look 
back to ver. 3, 4, 5,6, 7. When the Queen 
of Sheba had ſeen the Wiſdom of Solomon, — 
there was no more Spirit left in her. She 

laid unto the Ring, It was a true * 
which I heard iu my own Land, of thine Acts, 
and of thy Wiſdom. Howbeit I believed not 
their Words, until I came, and mine Eyes had 


| — ſeen . behold, one half of the Greatneſs 
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iſdom was not told me. Happy are 
en, ara Happy are theſe thy Servants, 
9 continually before thee, and 


of thy 
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When a Prince is not only zealouſly af- 
fected for the Glory of God, and full of ten- 
der Affection to his People (ſeeking their 
Good) and inflexible to Evil; but hath an 
Underſtanding to manage all theſe other 
Qualifications; the —— is ſo great, that 
God muſt have an extraordinary Tribute of 
Praiſe for it. The Accompliſhments of the 
Mind are the prime Gifts of Heaven. What 
is it then to have a Soul large enough for 
the vaſt Affairs of a whole Kingdom? Such 
a Royalty within, ſuch a Superiority of 
true Senſe and Reaſon, is a moſt tranſcen- 
dent Largeſs and Gift from above. Prov. 
8. 14, 15, 16. Counſel is mine, and ſound Wiſ- 
dom. I am Underſtanding, I have Strength; 
by Me Kings reign, and Princes decree Ju- 

ice : by me Princes rule, and Nobles, even 
all the Judges of the Earth. If Princes order 
their Affairs wiſely, 'tis from the Direction 
and Influence of God. The All-compre- 
hending Spirit of God is liarly intimate 
with the Minds of Princes, ſuggeſt- 
ing noble Thoughts, giving clear Views, 
and directing their Counſels. e4 Divine 
Sentence is in the Month of the Ring, and he 
erreth not in Judgment. *Tis from a Divine 
Influence, it Errors be not committed. i 
Government. Solomon made Wi 
the Good of his People, his$ſol 
and God gave it to him. He 
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other Kings. 
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and an Underſtanding Heart, exceeding : all 


Thirdly, The Love of God appears yet 
greater to a People, when a King with 
ſuch a vaſt Capacity, imploys it to do Judg- 


ment and Juſtice, when he doth not give 
way to inglorious Eaſe, nor content him- 
ſelf with Knowledge to furniſh his own 


Mind; but exerciſeth his Wiſdom for the 
Advantage of his People. Under the Ex- 


preſſions of Judgment and Juſtice, all the 


Parts of good Government are included; 
the milder and ſeverer Diſplays of La w- 
ful Power; e. g. giving the Royal Aſſent 
to Good Laws, taking care of their impar- 
tial Execution ; looking out the Men of 


Merit and Ability, to truſt, advance, and 


reward them; defending the Innocent and 
Good in their Liberties and Properties ; 
righting the Injur'd and Oppreſſed, incou- 
raging the Religious and Virtuous, openang 


-wide Channels of Mercy to the Poor an 


Indigent, leaving Mens Conſciences to the 
Juriſdiction and Tribunal of God; and not 
ſparing the Guilty, when the Publick Good 
requireth that they ſhould be puniſhed. 

A wiſe and pious Prince thus imploying 
his great Capacity, is ſuch a Gift of Hea- 
ven,as no Force of Language, no Beauties of 


Style, can fully repreſent. Much leſs am I 
able 
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Hie that ruleth over Men muſt be Juſt, ruling 
in the Fear of God. oAnd be ſha be as the 
_ Light of the Morning, when t 
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able to do it. Let us hear a Royal Orator 


under Divine Inſpiration, 2 Sam. 23. 1, 2,5 


3, 4. David the Son of Jeſſe ſaid, the Man 


who was raiſed upe on High, the «Anointed 
of #he God of Jacob, and the ſweet Pſal- 


mit of Iſrael (aid, The Spirit of the Lord 


ſpake by me, and his Word was in my Tongue. 


e Sun ariſeth, 
even a Morning without Clouds : as the ten- 


der Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth by clear 


ſhining after Rain. Such a Prince is like the 
Sun in the Firmament, or the Heavenly 
Dew, which warm the Earth, and make 
it fruitful. Thus hath the Arrival of our 


King, in theſe his Dominions, ſpread a vi- 
tal Heat and Pleaſure through the' Nation. 


We feel our ſelves quickened and chear'd 


by it. 


Three Things clearly expreſs the Favour 
of God to a People, when a Wiſe and Good 


King doth Judgment and Juſtice among 


them. 


1. Herein God ſets before them 4 fair 


Pattern in the beſt and moſt advantageous 


Light. The Example of a Religious and 
Wiſe Prince hath a wonderful Power to 
reform Mankind, to charm and awe them 
f C into 
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rule in Judgment. 
"of them that ſee ſhall not be dim, aud the Ears 
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into whatſoever things are Pure, whatſo- 


ever things are Juſt, and True. Holineſs, 


Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Sobriety, have a ſe- 


venfold Beauty and Luſtre, when ſeated 


upon a Throne, and ſhining in a Court. 
The Eminence of the Situation draws Mens 
Eyes, and gives a Reputation to that which 


is excellent in it ſelf. Religion can no 
more appear mean and ignoble, when ſet 


off by thoſe that are in the higheſt Autho- 
rity. Nor can its Influence be weak, 
when deſcending from on high. All 


will be ambitious to imitate their Prince, 


Ja. 32. 1, 3, 4, 5. Behold a King ſball 
reign in Righteouſneſs, and Princes ſhall 
eAnd then the Eyes 


of them that hear ſhall hearken ;: the Heart 


of the Raſh ſhall underſtand Knowledge ; 


the vile Perſon ſhall no more be called Li- 
beral. They who are not open to other 


Arguments, will now attend to Autho- 


rity ; the Men of Good Breeding will 


naturally fall into the Faſhion of the 


Court. And thoſe that are incorrigible 
in Wickedneſs, will get into dark Re- 
treats, to conceal themſelves, When the 


Righteous, bear Rule, Religion gets in- 


to the Throne, and reigns with them. 
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and a Halter, a Gibbet and a Scaffold, 
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4. A further Expreſſion of God's Kind- 


neſs herein, is, that he inveſteth the Good 


Prince with Power to diſpenſe Temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments; and ſo to 
keep up Order in the World. He is the 
Miniſter of God for good ; and hath his 
Commiſſion from Heaven, to promote it. 
Rom. 13. 3, 4. Rulers are not @ Terror 
to Good Works, but to the Evil, (i. e. Thy 
are not ſo by Divine Appointment) wit 
thou not then be afraid of the Power ? Do 
that which is Good, and thou ſhalt have 
Praiſe of the. ſame. But if thou do that. 
which is Evil, be afraid, for he beareth. 
not the Sword in vain: for he is the Mi- 
aiſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath 
upon him that doth Evil. Mankind ſtand 
in need of ſenſible Arguments, to work 
upon their Paſſions and AﬀeCtions. Hea- 
ven and Hell are too remote and ſpiri- 
tual to reach the carnal Minds and hard 
Hearts of many. A Poſt of Honour and 
Profit will more effectually draw them, 
than the Reward of Heaven. An Ax 


will terrify many, more than the 
Threatning of a diſtant Hell. A Wiſe 
King, therefore, doing Judgment and Ju- 
ſtice from Principles of Conſcience, is a 
Guardian Angel to his People, Prov. 19. 12. 
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The King's Wrath is as the Roaring of a 
Lion, that is, it maketh the Hearts of wie- 
ked Men to tremble : (They are afraid 
when a religious King reigns, and ſhews 
his Diſpleaſure inf that which is E- 
vil :) but his Favour is as Dew upon the 
Graſs. Tt cheriſheth all good Inclinati- 
ons, and makes Religion flouriſh. - e 
Ring that ſitteth upon the Throne of Judg- 
ment, ſcattereth away all Evil with his 


Eyes. 


3. The Divine Goodneſs appears, in that 
he affords his peculiar Preſence to thoſe. 
who rule in his Fear. | * 

Civil Government being the Ordinance 
of God, wherever it is rightly managed, 
he is preſent with it. He is with a 
Good King at the Council-Board, fits 
with him on the Throne, ſtands by him 
at the Head of his Army, and is near 
him in his Bed-chamber.. Whey the Lord 
raiſed up Judges in Iſrael, then the Lord 
was with the Judge, and delivered them 
out of the Hand of their Enemies all the 
Days of the Judge, Judge 2. 18. It was 
the Preſence of God that made David, 
Solomon, Hexe kiab, and Joſh, ſo very proſ- 
perous, and ſuch great Bleſſings to the 
People of Iſrael. This Divine Preſence 
ſtriketh Awe into the Hearts of _ 
Ws % 
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ſo that a ſingle Perſon ſhall compoſe a 
Turbulent Multitude, When the whole 
Congregation of J/rae} ſet up the Golden 
Calf and were in a wicked Tumult, 
the Appearance of Moſes ſtruck ſuch 
Terror into them, that they quitted their 
Idol, and durſt not oppoſe Him. It was 
becauſe God was with Him. 4 


The Uſe will be under two Heads. 


1. Let us bleſs the Lord for ſetting o- 
ver us ſuch a Prince as hath been de- 
ſcribed, one admirably prepared to be 
King for the Lord His God, to do Judg- 
ment and Juſtice to all His People; of 
which there have been noble Specimens 
already. Come, let us ſing a new Song unto 
. the Lord, raiſe our Gratitude higher than 
ever, and exceed our ſelves in thankful 
Returns to God. It is no ordinary Oc- 
caſion which is before us. The Shout of 
a King is among #us; One whom God 
hath ſent over, with his Royal Poſteri- 
77 to ſeek the Good of theſe Nations; 
al. 144. 9, 10. I will ſing @ new Song un- 
to thee, O God It is he that giveth Sal. 
vation unto Rings. Fo 
Tam ſure you have not yet forgot your 
Fears of a Popiſh Succeſſor, or the fervent 
Cries and Yows which were offered up. to 
re 2 Hea- 
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Heaven under Apprehenſion of Danger. 
Our Friends abroad were in Agonies for us: 
= Good Men in all Parts of our own Land. 
| were beſieging Heaven with their Prayers 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe, 
4 of Hanover. And now behold! an Anſwer 
„ to all theſe Prayers; they are more than 
heard. You have the Lawful Proteſtant 
Heir in full Poſſeſſion. Tho? our Celebra- 
„ ted Queen iataken from us, and the Excel- 
# lent Princeſs Sophia left the World before 
7 her: We have the Man of God's Right Hand 
with us, the Son of Man, whom he hath made 
ſtrong for himſelf, One fitted above any we 
know to aſſert our Liberties, and defend 
our Religion; One ripen'd by Years and 
Experience, fam'd thro Europe for Wiſdom, + 
Juſtice, Goodneſs and Magnanimity. Is a 
Land happy in a ſober Prince? (Eccl. 10. 
17. Bleſſed art thou, O Land, when thy 
King is the Son of Nobles, and thy Princes 
eat in due Seaſon for Strength, and not for 
Druzkenneſs.) How happy muſt we be in 
a King, who hath a perfect Maſtery over 
his Appetites and Paſſions! and therein is 
greater than if he had conquer'd whole 
1 Kingdoms. I do not hear that he is fond 
a of outward Pomp and gaudy Attendance; 
A having vaſt Perfections in Himſelf, He is 
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2 above ſuch Pageantry. It is His Greatneſs 
| to do Good, like the King of the whole 
World, 
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World, who is good to all, and hath no Ad- 


dition from any. I hope it is, becauſe the 
Lord loveth our Nation, and deſigns to e- 


ftabliſhus for ever, to give us as much and 


as long Stability as can be expected on 
Earth, to perpetuate our Laws and Religi- 


on; that He hath ſet our Sovereign upon 


the Throne. Let us bleſs the Lord for it; 


Pſal. 75. 1. Unto thee, O God, do we give 


Hanks; unto thee, do we give Thanks; 


for that thy Name is near, thy won- 


drous Works declare. Ver. 2. When I ſhall : 


receive the Congreation, I will judge uprigbt- 
"Jy. Our Sovereign hath r 


2. Let us contribute what we can to the 


Happineſs of our King's Reign; that he 


wy continue long to do Judgment and 
Juſtice, and that God may build Him a ſure 
Houſe, Religious well affected Subjects, 
are great Helpers to their Rulers; Tech. 12. 
5. eAnd the Governors of Judah ſhall ſay in 
their Heart, the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem 


ſhall be my Strength in the Lord of Hoſts their 


God. Private Perſons may add Strength 


and Courage tothoſe that are ſet over them. 


And if we can ſtrengthen the Hands of our 


"King, we are bound in Gratitude and Con- 
ſcience to do it. He hath the hardeſt part of 

any Man in the Nation, it may be, ofany 
Man on Earth, to act. The Eyes of all Europe 


are upon Him, both Friends and Enemies. 
| He 
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1 He hath different Parties to manage and 
1 pleaſe at Home, a great People to govern, 
3 | a numerous growing Family to take Care 
* bf and an Immortal Soul of his own to fave, 
br in the midſt of ten thouſand Temptations. 
4 As far as his Dignity is above us, ſo is 
his Part of Solicitude beyond any of ours. 
Some find it difficult to manage their Do- 
I meſtick Affairs (which lie within a lit- 
1 tle Compaſs) and at the ſame time to 
i keep up Communion with God, and pro- 
K: mote the Welfare of their Souls. How hard 
38 muſt it then be for one that hath the weigh- 
ty Affairs of a Kingdom lying upon him, to 
maintain the Power of Godlineſs? Let us 
come in to his Aſſiſtance wherein we are a- 


ble. 


Four Ways I ſhall mention. 
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1. By procuring Divine Aſſiſtance for 
him. This we ſhould endeavour not only 
by our earneſt Prayers, but eſpecially by a 
holy Life. Prayer ſhould be made continually 
for him : That his Reign may be eaſy, ho- 
nourable and proſperous. This is accepta- 
ble in the Sight of God our Saviour, that Sup- 
5 1 Prayers, Interceſſions and giving of | 
| Thanks, ſhould be made for Rings, and all that 
are in eAuthority, i Tim. 2. 1, 2, 3. If Chri- 


ſtians were obliged to pray for the . 1 
| | 3 
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that then were, when the Roman Empe- 
rors were Infidels, Ufurpers, Perſecutors, 
and prodigiouſſy Immoral: how much 
more ſhould we make our Addreſſes for a 
Lawful Chriſtian Prince, in whom there 1s 
a bright Conſtellation of Virtues? But to 
our Praying, we muſt add a Holy Conver- 
fation. 

The Union between the Head and the 
Members in the Body Politick is ſo near, 
that they are made to proſper and to ſuffer 
one for another. If our Lives be Pure, Juſt, 
and Holy, our Prince may have the Be- 
nefit of it; 1 Sam. 12. 13, 14. Now therefore 
behold the King whom ye have choſen, —— 


lud behold the Lord hath ſet a Ring over 


you ; if ye will fear the Lord, and ſerve Him, 
and obey his Voice, and not rebel againſt the 
Commandment of the Lord; then ſhall both 
ye, and alſo the King that reigneth over you, 
continue following the Lord your God, i. e. 
you and He ſhall remain under the Divine 
Protection and Favour. Have we then a 
Reſpect for the Lord's Anointed? Do we 
really defire that God would fave the King ? 
Then let us fo live, as that God may not 
be provok d to withdraw his Spirit and 


Bleſſing from Him. Our Vices have often 


brought us to the Brink of Ruin, and I fear 


ſhortned the Lives of ſome of our former 


Excellent Princes, Let us no more do wick- 
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edly, leaſt we be conſumed, both we and 
our King, 1 Sam. 12.25. 


% 


i 2. By expreſſing all that Honour and 
Subjettion to Him, that are due to an 
Earthly Potentate. . 
Religion is the ſtrongeſt Bond to true 
Loyalty. We are required to keep the Ring r 
Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath 
of God, i. e. from a Senſe of our Obligation 
to the Divine Majeſty, Eccl. 8. 2. Chriſti- 
ans muſt be put in mind to be Subject to 
* Principalities and Powers, to obey Magi- 
7 ſtrates, to be ready to every good Work. 
2, Tit. 3.1. They are taught to ſubmit them- 
4 ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
_ _ Lord's ſake; and to the King as Supream ; 
 -4 to fear God, and honour the Kim a a 
* Let us then charge our Conſciences with 
* this Duty of giving Honour to our Sove- 
reign, by pleading the Juſtice and Validity 
of his Title, that he is King by Divine Ap- 
pointment, being choſen by the People, and 
ſet upon the Throne according to Law. We 
ſhould ſilence all Object ions againſt it: that 
his Regal Majeſty may not appear cheap 
and precarious. Let us honour him by e- 
ſteeming, commending and imitating his 
al Excellent Virtues, without detracting from 
4 them by a diſreſpectful Word, or ſo much 
4 as in a Thought; Eccl. 10. 20. Curſe not the 
1 King, no not in thy Thought. We 
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We ſhould pay Lawful Taxes and Tri- 
bute with great Chearfulneſs, to ſup 

the Government ; and not defraud the King, 
as if it were a leſs Crime to wrong him 
than the meaneſt of his Subjects. This is 
to caſt Contempt upon Lawful Authority. 
We ſhould be ready with our Perſons and 
Eſtates to defend the Conſtitution, where 
our King is Head, and obſerve all the Laws 
of the Land, that do not break in upon the 


——_—_— 
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Rights of God, Nature and Conſcience, 


Hereby we ſhall honour the King, and en- 
courage him in doing Judgment and 


Juſtice, 


3. By limiting our Expectations, and 
not looking for more from our Great So- 
vereign, than is within his Power. 

As Abſolute and Unlimited Obedience i 
due to none but God, fo an abſolute and en- 
tire Dependance belongeth to him alone, 
Princes are finite and mortal, and can- 
not help themſelves or their Subjects, in 
the greateit Neceſſities. We muſt there- 
fore keep our Truſt within juſt Meaſures, 
when we promiſe our ſelves abundance of 
— mg from their Favour and Influence. 
The Scripture reſtrains us in this Matter ; 
P/al. 146. 3. Put not your Truſt in Princes, 
nor in the Son of Man, in whom there is no 
Help, i. e. no Fulneſs of Power or Suffici- 
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28 A Sermon on the Coronation 
ency to be reſted upon in all Exigencies. 
Nor is this Limitation of our Truſt any 
Breach of that Reſpect which is due to 
the Throne, but a decent Expreſſion of it. 
Wiſe Princes will not endure to be. ido» 
liz d or flattered. Their own Truſt is in 
the Lord, P/a/. 21. 7. and they invite their 
People to N upon the ſame infinite Be- 
ing, Pſal. 118. 9. It is better to truſt in the 
Lord, than to put Confidence in Princes. 
He was, I apprehend, a Prince himſelf, 
who paſs'd that Judgment. Tis expoſing 
the true Majeſty of a King, to expect more 
from him than 1s within his reach. Would 
we ſecure the real Greatneſs of our Royal 
Head? Let us conſider, him as the Mi- 
niſter of God, and transfer our ultimate 
Hope to the Almighty. If we lay: too 
much ſtreſs upon a meer Man, he may fail 
us the ſooner. Our Wiſe and Gracious 
King hath too juſt Apprehenſions, and deep 
Senſe of Religion, to think it can be a real 
Exaltation to him, to have any of the Pre- 
rogatives of Heaven aſcribed to him. He 
will count himſelf moſt honoured, if he 
can prevail upon us to give all due Honour 
to the King Eternal, Immortal, and Invi- 
fible ; and if we obſerve the juſt Laws, 
which he hath engaged to maintain. This 
is to ſupport the Honour of the Crown, and 
the way to ſettle it where it is happily 
| plac'd, 3 4. In 
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ing with our Proteſtant Bre- 


Js — 


chren in all Parts of the World; as far 
as. we can with a ſafe Conſcience. - It is 
the 


peculiar Honour of our King to be 
at the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
In which glorious Elevation his dutiful 


_ © SubjeRs ſhould-endeavour to ſupport him, 


and facilitate his Wiſe and Generous De- 


mity, as br as their 
reach. 
It muſt diſturb = trouble the Head; 


when the Members are contentious and 


ſigns, by promoting Peace and Unani- 
i Influence. Ca 


AHiiſaffected to each other. I am this Day 


weak, ſaith Holy David, though anointed 
King, when race] and Judah were not 
3. 39. A nearer 

out ward Wor- 
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enough united a 2 5 
Union in judgment 
ſhip is deſirable, and, we hope, comi 
on, by an Increaſe of Light — Re 
rence for the Sacred . — as our 
only Rule of Belief and Practice. How- 
ever, let us maintain the ſtricteſt Uni 
in Affection with all true Proteſt 
and particularly with our Brethren of 
Church of Exg/end ; without repining at 
any of their 

Advantages. Let us rejoice in their Hap- 
pineſs, and in the many bright Exam- 
ples of ſubſtantial Holineſs, as well as 
Men of extraordinary Learning, that are 


among 
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